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SUB J : SOVIET ACTIVITY IN LIBYA; MISSILE BASES IN SOMALIA 
REF: ROME 9698 (NOTAL) 

1. BRITISH HERE HAVE ALREADY MADE APPROACH TO MALTESE ABOUT 
SOVIET ACTIVITIES IN SOMALIA. UNDER INSTRUCTIONS FROM LONDON 
AND AFTER CONSULTING CLOSELY WITH AMBASSADOR, BRITISH HIGH 
COMMISSIONER HAYDON CALLED ON GOM FOREIGN SECRETARY MAURICE 
ABELA LAST WEEK AND PRESENTED EVIDENCE, "RECEIVED FROM THE 
AMERICANS", WHICH HAD CAUSED HMG TO GIVE CREDENCE TO REPORTS 
OF ALARMING SOVIET ACTIVITY IN SOMALIA. INCLUDING THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A MISSILE BASE. HAYDON DID NOT HAVE PHOTOGRAPS, 
HOWEVER, AND SUPPLEMENTED ORAL DEMARCHE ONLY WITH BRIEF 
"SPEAKING NOTE" WHICH HE LEFT WITH ABELA. ACCORDING TO 
HAYDON, ABELA APPEARED SHAKEN BY WEIGHT OF EVIDENCE AND 
SAID HE WOULD INFORM MINTOFF UPON HIS RETURN FROM EUROPEAN 
TRIP. WHETHER THE SAME EVIDENCE WILL IMPRESS MINTOFF 
IS SOMETHING ELSE AGAIN. 
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2. DA RIN IS UNDOUBTEDLY CORRECT IN DESCRIBING MINTOFF 
AS REGARDING USG AFFIRMATIONS ON THIS SUBJECT AS 

A PROPAGANDA PLOY (PARA 3 REFTEL). THIS IS WHY WE BELIEVE 
THAT BRITISH APPROACH WAS MORE EFFECTIVE, ASSUMING THAT 
ABELA DOES IN FACT INFORM MINTOFF OF HAYDON'S DEMARCHE. 
ABELA, LIKE MOST OF MINTOFF'S SUBORDINATES, IS OFTEN 
RELUCTANT TO GIVE HIM INFORMATION WHICH IS UNPALATABLE 
OR AT VARIANCE WITH HIS PRECONCEIVED IDEAS. MINTOFF 
JUST RETURNED OVER THE WEEKEND, AND WE HAVE NO CONFIRMATION 
YET THAT ABELA HAS TOLD HIM OF BRITISH VIEWS ON THIS 
SUBJECT. 

3. VIEWED FROM HERE, WE BELIEVE THAT ADDITIONAL EFFORT 
BY ITALIANS TO CONVINCE MINTOFF MIGHT BE USEFUL, 

PARTICULARLY IF PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE IS INCLUDED. THIS 
WOULD SUPPLEMENT BRITISH APPROACH AND BE FAR MORE EFFECTIVE 
WITH MINTOFF THAN ANY SIMILAR EFFORT BY US. (FYI: ITALIAN 
AMBASSADOR MASSA BERNUCCI IS MILDLY CONCERNED THAT IT 
TOOK 25 DAYS TO OBTAIN AGREMENT FROM GOM FOR DA RINS 
APPOINTMENT AS HIS SUCCESSOR AND SPECULATES THAT MINTOFF 
MAY BE SUSPICIOUS OF DA RIN S LONG INVOLVEMENT IN NATO 
AFFAIRS. WE HAVE HAD NO CONFIRMATION OF THIS FROM 
MALTESE SOURCES. END FYI) 

4. WE HAD NOT YET HEARD OF MINTOFF'S PLANNED VISIT TO 
SOMALIA SOMETIME LATER THIS YEAR, BUT SUCH A TRIP WOULD 
CERTAINLY BE IN KEEPING WITH HIS CURRENT EFFORTS TO 
INTENSIFY HIS CONTACTS WITH THIRD WORLD LEADERS AND 
ESTABLISH (NON-RESIDENT) DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH AS 
MANY AS POSSIBLE. SMITH 
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